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Lest We Forget

From the Commander's Desk

2 of 13July 2025

Greetings Compatriots:
We had a wonderful Texas Division Reunion in Mineral Wells, with 

congratulations to the 34th Texas Camp for putting on an excellent 

reunion.

It’s so heartwarming and dare I say, prideful to belong to such a magnificent camp as the Lee 

Camp, where year after year our camp consistently brings home the accolades and awards, 

showing the dedication and commitment that our hard-working members put forth. It was with 

great pride and honor that I accepted the Texas Division Distinguished Camp Award for the 

Lee Camp, along with the 4-Star Camp Award and the Texas Division Community Service 

Award. Many of our camp members experienced times when other Compatriots would walk up 

and say, “Hey, you belong to that camp that received all those awards, don’t you?” Trust me, 

it’ll make you puff out your chest a bit and proudly exclaim, “Yes, I do.

Please join us for our quarterly Adopt-A-Highway Clean-up of Confederate Park Road 

(Location of the old Fort Worth Confederate Reunion Grounds). We have lots of fun, 

fellowship, and camaraderie when we do these and afterwards, we will gather for lunch, so make 

plans to join us.

Please be sure to join us at some of these upcoming events:

 August 9, 2025, Adopt-A-Highway Clean-up. Lakeside, TX (Confederate Park Road).

 September 13, 2025, Azle Sting Fling Parade. Azle, TX

*Renewals have been sent out (Let me or Chris know if you haven’t received yours), Please be

sure to add a little extra for our camp when renewing your membership. (Remember, Charity

Begins at Home) *

Thank you all so very much.

In Your Service
Joe “Festus” Allcock
Texas Division 3rd Brigade Commander / 
Commander Robert E. Lee Camp #239 
Sons of Confederate Veterans
Fort Worth, Texas
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Adjutant's Minutes Report
Minutes: 19 May 2025
Call to Order: 7:05 PM
Prayer: Chaplain Engleman
Salute to the Texas Flag: Commander Allcock 
Salute to the Confederate Flag: Commander Allcock 
Welcome:  Commander Allcock

Minutes:   Compatriot Turnage made a motion to accept the minutes and Chaplain Engleman 2nd the 
motion. The motion passed.

Adjutant’s Report:  Camp fund: $762.52; Cemetery Fund$1,539.63; Monument Fund: $1,000.00; Heritage 
Defense Fund: $2,609.98; Ladies Auxiliary Fund:500.00; Scholarship Fund: $670.00; Total: $7,082.13.  64 
Members. 6 Delegates

Recruiting Report: The Decatur Scottish Festival was a great success, particularly from an Educational 
standpoint.  2nd LTC Templeton is personally handling 5 potential members.    

Chaplain’s Report: Chaplain Engleman gave a report primarily on the need to both visit and pray for 
Compatriot Bowers, who is in the hospital and quit ill.  He went on to inform us of an unspoken prayer 
request.  

Heritage Defense:  No report.

Graves Committee:  Compatriot Turnage is back on duty after having been ill.  He reported the 
worsening need to mow the Handley cemetery, but we need it to dry out.  It was also reported that our 
primary riding mower was in need of repair.

Ladies Auxiliary:  Mrs Allcock reported that she was in charge of decorations for both the Texas and 
Nation reunions.

Old Business:  Commander Allcock reported that the Decatur Scottish Festival was a resounding success.  
Attendance was outstanding resulting in lots of educating the public on both general and specific topics.  
Finding potential recruits was successful too, particularly with the efforts of 2nd LTC Templeton.  Our 
color guard was met with appreciation, resulting in it becoming the official color guard for future 
festivals.  We had no negative comments of any kind.  Compatriot Bodiford, as always, did a great job 
capturing meaningful moments through his photographs.  Accolades were made regarding Compatriot 
Cunningham, who has taken the lead regarding the Decatur Scottish Festival, he is doing a wonderful 
job.  The National Reunion is 16-20 July, they are looking for volunteers.  The early bird price ends on 
May 20th, hotel rooms are $119 per night.  In addition to official business there will be excursions as 
well.  A tour of Galveston, the San Jacinto monument and the ladies tour of Moody Mansion. Compatriot 
Bodiford made a video for Compatriot Bowen to improve his moral while in the hospital.
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Adjutant's Minutes Report Continued
New Business:  Division delegates were determined and approved by the Camp.  Delegates are:  
Commander Allcock, 2nd LTC Templeton, Compatriot Turnage, Compatriot Barnett, 1st LTC Moore, 
Compatriot Carroll , Compatriot Hatch and 3rd LTC Allcock as alternates.  An extensive conversation 
ensued regarding amendments coming up at the Division Reunion, of which there were 5.  Also the Camp 
approved those who we intended to vote for regarding new Division officers.  Specifics of the information 
regarding the Division reunion are in the personal notes of the Commander and the Adjutant, being too 
extensive to discuss here.

Program:  No program

Open Discussion:  Compatriot James briefly discussed 5 possible fund raising activities for the Camp. 

Benediction:  Chaplain Engelman 

Motion to Adjourn:  Compatriot Templeton 

Motion Seconded:   Compatriot Fontenot

Motion Passed:  9:36 PM
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From the Chaplin's Tent 
Greetings from our annual 2025 National Reunion and Convention 

down here in Houston!  We are having a great time, seeing old friends, 

and meeting new ones! There's been a great spirit here, and lots of 

good fellowship...

Please, please pray for our dear friend Kenneth Cotter! He and his precious wife Teresa had their 

tickets purchased and were planning on being here with excitement, but Ken took very I'll and 

wound-up in the hospital with a stroke and a perforated ulcer. He's in an induced coma. He and 

Teresa REALLY need our prayers!

A major praise the LORD...239 Compatriot Jack Bowen is out of the hospital and doing great! It was 

"touch-and-go there" for a while! He is a literal walking miracle!  Keep praying for him but also 

rejoice in his progress!

Finally, tonight...Please pray for our wonderful "Camp First Lady," Mrs. Gayle Alcock.  She faces 

major hip surgery in a few weeks!

...See you all Monday night!

Jesus Saves!
Romans 8:28
Brother Bruce Engelman 
Camp Chaplain
(July 18, 2025/Houston)
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1st Lt. Commander's report

It’s interesting being asked to write about heritage defense in the summer of 2025. Just five years ago 

during the Summer of George, we were suffering some of the worst blows we’ve ever experienced. 

Between then and now, all of monument rows in our once proud Confederate capital has been destroyed, 

but now it feels like there’s nothing left to report. Sure, Ted Cruz still goes on social media and advocates 

for the removal of monuments to Nathan Bedford Forrest and other heroes of ours, but it’s come to a 

point now where even the former front runner for the Republican presidential ticket gets roasted online 

for his anti-Confederate views. The truth is the tearing down of monuments over the last half decade has 

only served to construct living monuments in the hearts of young Southern men. It’s officially cool to be 

Confederate again, or as the young guns say these days, “the Confederacy is based.”

With that in mind, imagine my shock when my neighbor Jeremy comes to me and asks if I can find him 

some Confederate ancestors, and Barry is able to find more ancestors for him than we know what to do 

with. Jeremy is instantly hooked. He learns about cemetery cleanups and the guardian program. He even 

shows me a practically hidden cemetery down the street from where we live where I’m able to research 

and find—you guessed it—a Confederate veteran’s headstone. Now when I say this cemetery is hidden, I 

mean it is smack dab in the middle of a residential neighborhood. People share a fence with this place. It 

even has a Texas Historical Commission sign telling people what’s there. Yet, I can promise you that 

nobody in that neighborhood realized that the most prominent headstone in their neighborhood cemetery 

belongs to a Confederate veteran.

How about that? There’s a monument ready to be celebrated right in someone’s backyard. Clean it up and 

keep a flag planted next to it, and suddenly people feel differently about the founding of their 

neighborhood. Suddenly, being a Confederate veteran feels a little more human to them. And that’s not 

all. There’s a cemetery on Bryant Irving that is so prominent, the businesses next door tries extra hard to 

keep it manicured. That cemetery is not hidden at all. With a ten-minute search online, I was able to find 

at least three Confederate veterans in that cemetery, one of which already has a CSA emblem in the 

headstone itself. Imagine someone driving by that cemetery every day and suddenly seeing multiple battle 

flags in the wind. There are monuments all around us, begging to have the limelight shine on them. 
Yes, we continue to embrace heritage defense, but it’s time we go on the heritage attack. Put these men’s 

graves in people’s faces. Let our ancestors fight on the front lines again. Force our detractors to 

acknowledge that the men who founded the cities where we live were real flesh and blood people—and 

yes, also Confederate soldiers. You may not realize it, but every time we go out there and make our boys 

shine, the scalawags get jealous. They see how much better taken care of our vets are than theirs. Rub their 

noses in it. Our love for our nation—the Confederacy—is the greatest monument we can erect, and the 

best way to show our love publicly is to polish the monuments that have been sitting out in plain sight the 

whole time. 1st Lt. Commander Sean Russell Moore 
Benbrook, Texas
July 4, 2025
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2nd Lt. Commander's Report

 These are the results of talking about our Confederate cause at church, neighborhood gatherings, 

workplace meetings, family meetups and anywhere else we are. No setting is out of the question for our 

proud memory of long past sacrifices of our ancestors.

Much of this result is the stalwart efforts of our esteemed adjutant sending his notices of renewal. Please 

respond asap. Also, meeting visitors at events such as the Decatur festival is a prime opportunity to 

recruit. Let us all keep up the good fight.

Please contact me, Bob Templeton, with any ideas for membership expansion. 

2nd Lt. Commander Bob 
Templeton July 5, 2025

Progress is slow, but surely on the front lines of the battle for new members 

and retention within the camp. We are pursuing five prospects by email 

and another couple of recruits brought in by the 1st Lt. Commander.
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charge to the sons of confederate veterans
"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the 
cause for which we fought. To your strength will be given the defense of the 
Confederate soldier’s good name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation 
of his virtues, the perpetuation of those principles which he loved and which you 
love also, and those ideals which made him glorious and which you also cherish. 
Remember, it is your duty to see that the true history of the South is presented to 
future generations.”

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Commander-General,
United Confederate Veterans, 
New Orleans, 25th of April 1906

“The citizen-soldiers who fought for the Confederacy personified the best qualities of America. The 
preservation of liberty and freedom was the motivating factor in the South’s decision to fight the second 
American Revolution. The tenacity with which Confederate soldiers fought underscored their belief in the 
rights guaranteed by the Constitution. These attributes are the underpinning of our Republic and represent 
the foundation on which this nation was built. Today, the Sons of Confederate Veterans is preserving the 
history and legacy of these heroes so future generations can understand the motives that animated the 
Southern Cause. The S.C.V. is the direct heir of the United Confederate Veterans and is the oldest hereditary 
organization for male descendants of Confederate soldiers, sailors, and Marines. Organized in Richmond, 
Virginia in 1896, the S.C.V. continues to serve as a historical, patriotic, and non-political organization 
dedicated to ensuring that a true history of the 1861-1865 period is preserved,”

Please join us at our meeting on 
the third Monday of the month 
at Ol'’South Pancake House,
1509 S University Dr,
Fort Worth, Texas, 76107.
Meeting comes to order at 7 pm.

Why should you join us? Learn just why you 
should here:

Visitors and family are always welcome.
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